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JANE  SEY1IOUB,

THIBD QUEEN CONSORT OF HENRY Till.

SCRIPTURE points out as an especial odium the circumstance
of a handmaid taking the place of her mistress. Odious
enough was the case when Anne Boleyn supplanted the right royal
Kathaiine of Arragon, but a sensation of horror must) pervade
every mind when the conduct of Jane Seymour is considered,
Her wedding preparations proceeded simultaneously -vdth the
heart-rending events of Anne Boleyn's last agonized hours. The
wedding-cakes must have been baking, the wedding-dinner pro-
viding, the wedding-clothes preparing, while the life-blood was
yet running warm in the veins of the victim, whose place was to
be rendered vacant by a violent death. Jane Seymour had
arrived at an age when the timidity of girDiood could no longer
be pleaded as excuse for passive acquiescence in such outrages on
common decency. Jane was the eldest of the eight children of
sir John Seymour, of Wolf Hall, Wiltshire, and Margaret Went-
worth, daughter of sir John Wentworth. Through the latter a
descent from the blood-royal of England was claimed. Jane's
childhood and early youth are involved in obscurity, but there is
reason to suppose that, like Anne Boleyn, her education was
finished and her manners formed in the court of France. It is
probable that she entered the service of Mary Tudor, queen of
Louis X3I.; her brother certainly did. Sir John Seymour, subse-
quently made interest for his daughter to be placed as a maid of
honour to Anne Boleyn.

Henry TIII.'s growing passion for Jane soon awakened suspi-
cion in the mind of Anne Boleyn; it is said that her attention
was one day attracted by a jewel which Jane Seymour wore about
her neck, and she expressed a wish to look at it. Jane faltered,
and drew bapk, and the queen snatched it violently from her, so
'violently that she hurt her own hand, and found that it contained
the portrait of the king, which had been presented by himself to
her fair rivaL Jane Seymour had far advanced* in the same
, serpentine path which conducted Anne herself to a throne, ere